“FOOTSCRAY’S FIRST FIFTY YEARS.”
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The Footscray Club.

NE evening towards the end of 18qg4, in the

halcyon days of cycling in Australia, Mr.

T. K. Irving called a meeting of those

interested in the pastime for the purpose of
forming a club.

Some 20 enthusiasts met, and appointed Mr.

Irving as first secretary and Dr. C. L. M'Carthy as
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first chairman of the new-born club, which

christened * The Footscray Cycling Club.”

A wvigorous committe was elected, and in due time
a programme of sports and runs was drawn up, and
from the very start the events proved of such an
attractive nature that every cyclist in the district was
induced to throw his lot in with the club.

The committee’s next move was to secure rooms
wherein to hold its business meetings, which were
now getting, week by week, more numerously
attended, and a shop in Nicholson-street was secured
on lease. Here, for ten years, the club was housed,
where 1t developed side by side with its sporting
obligations those social qualities that to-day give it
ClViC pre-eminence.

At this period of its history weekly and subse-
quently bi-weekly runs were inaugurated, and often-
- times the streets of the city would be enlivened on a
Saturday or holiday afternoon by long strings of
cyclists 1 procession pedalling to the toot of the
captain’s bugle. Lady cyclists were invited to partici-
pate in these runs and pageants, and subsequently
were admitted as members.

[tarly in the club’s career a series of sports meet-
ings, probably the best of their kind ever seen in the
city, were held, the prizes inducing the most prominent
riders of the metropolis to compete. The member-
ship roll now exceeded 200, and the club was one of
the strongest units i the then powerful League of
Victorian Wheelmen. It sent sturdy representatives
each year to compete, not only m the Austral Wheel
Race—the classic event of the cycling world—but also
in all the champion road races; and to facilitate the
training of its members it spent over £100 in con-
structing a ‘banked track on the western reserve.

In the meantime, the purely social side of the c¢lub
was developing by leaps and bounds. Evening enter-
tainments—gay, festive and erudite—were held 1n
lavish profusion, so that many who never got astride
a bicycle in their lives eagerly sought admission,
attracted by the social advantages which such mem-
bership conferred.

Billiards, bagateclle and various parlour games were
subsequently added, and so the club became indelibly
hall marked as the first permanent social organisation
of the city.
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mittee rooms, a’billiard-room 41 'x-31,"

Interior of the Club’s Premises.
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As the years rolled by, however, and as cycling as
a sport began to wane, there were less and less out-
door inducements offered to members to enjoy them-
selves, whilst, on the other hand, there grew an ever-
increasing demand for ampler indoor club life; and
S0, in 1004, the committee was confronted with the
problem of having to fnd larger premises. As a
consequence, negotiations were entered into with Mr.
A. Rey, and 1n Jyly of that year the club found itself
installed in their new premises, which consisted of a

billiard-room - 31 x .35, committee and other rooms.
+«Two new full-sized billiard tables were purchased and
“many other accessories ot

a modern club introduced:
It was thought by the committee when they toox
possession of these rTooms that the club’s require-
ments would be satished for:at least a decade to come,
with the rapid :growth of the city, members’
requirements grew apace, and; at the end of 1908, the
committee saw itself again confronted with the need
for ampler accommodation. It lost no time in secur-
ing a block of land in Paisley-street, near Nicholson-
street, and, at the beginning of 190g—]Jubilee year—:
was in a position to instruct its architect, Mr. Ernest

- Williams, to submit plans and specifications for an
_up-to-date club premises.
. club man, knew just the requirements of the commit-
tee, and an 27th February Mr.
. cessful tenderer, started operations in confornnt} with
_the plans chosen.
possession and celebrated the official opening in the
.form of a compllmentary concert to the president, Dr.

M Carthy

Mr. Willlams, as an old

[Lowe, the suc-

On the 26th May the club took

The building, which is-of brick; has an ornate tront
and amornamental arched:verandah. ‘It is 8o'ft. dcep
By:33-ft. 'wide, and consists of large reading’ and com-
tempera‘nee
bar and - lounge: rooms, storerooms" and' ‘out” offices.
It is’ built to carry''two or more ‘stories, 36 ‘that the
committee. have no misgivings as to’ thaf-uture Ae-
commodation - of its members. Mr. ‘Wm. Sﬁiiih,
another member of the club, acted as clerk of works.

With the decline of cycling, lady membership
ceased, ~and of late the committee has been
impressed with the incongruity of the club’s title. At
a recent general meeting of members, therefore, it
was resolved to alter & the constitution-«of the
institution, with the result that the. cluhE
now known as the Footscray Club. . It: i§ a
purely mcxal Club and 1s to be condueted on
the lines of the standard 'sccial clubs the world over.
It 1s non-political and 1s essentlally democratic, as
may be gleaned from the modest annual =;ub5cr1pt10ns
and the nominal charges for ‘the club's  internal
privileges.



