When women were members

Footscray Club members Keith Box (lefi) and Charles Cooke enjoy a chat with
baor stewardess Lorraine Semmens.

Footscray’s longest
social club is 90 years old this year.

In 1894, shortly after the municip-
ality had been proclaimed a city
(1892), a meeting of civic-minded
residents was called by a T.K. Irving
to form a cyeling club for those who
took part in the most popular sport of
the day.

The initial interest was not encour-
aging, as only twenty attended the
foundation meeting of the Footscray
Cyeling Club, under the presidency
of Dr C.L. McCarthy who led the
club for nearly three decades.

First clubrooms were in a shop at
2 Nicholson 51, at which the club
flourished.

The streets would be enlivened on
weekends and the Wednesday half
holidays, by strings of cuclists in pro-
cession pedalling to the toot of the
captain’s bugle.

established

Women were counted among the
riders and were admitted as
members.,

Membership passed 200 and the
club became an influential force in
the prestigious League of Victorian
Wheelman.

Local members contributed $100
for a banked track at the Western
Reserve.

The social side of the club was not
forgotten, and evening entertain-
ments were a feature,

The influx of non-riding members
grew, and the club became a social
centre,

Billiards, bagatelle and wvarious
parlor games were popular. and
membership of the club was prized.

Arthur Secomb, an early local sol-
icitor, was one of the ardent users of
the cue, and won the billiards
championship several times.

30

The night he quietly died at his
Nicholson St home, he had, an hour
or so earlier, won the title.

As the interest in cycling waned, a
demand for club facilities increased.
Larger premises were needed, and
by 1908, the committee was con-
fronted with the need for larger and
better accommeodation.

An impressive building, con-
structed in Paisley St at the club's
present address, was opened in May
of Footscray's Jubilee year, 1909,

The premises housed a large read-
ing room, a two-table billlard room,
lounge offices, and a temperance
bar.

Women members disappeared
with the decline of cycling, and with
the new premises, the name was
changed to the Footscray Club
— Men Only.
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